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Crime Trends in the US
According to the existing data, the level of violent crime and homicides in the US rose between 2014 and 2015 (James, 2018). Nonetheless, although the increase was reported, the values thereof show a significantly historical low. The trend was not the same for both big and small cities. In cities with a population of between half a million and one million, the rate of violent crime decreased between 2014 and 2015 (James, 2018). For the small cities, with a population of 50,000 to 99999, the homicide rates decreased between 2015 and 2016 from 373.7 per 100000 people to 386.3 per 100 000 persons (James, 2018).
Discussion
[bookmark: _GoBack]For some cities, the trends showed that the numbers were the highest recorded in the past two decades. The increase in the crime rates, both violent and homicides have made scholars to increase their attention towards them (Patterson, 2011). In smaller cities, there were significant increases in the crime rates (both murder and violent crimes).  The role of theories in criminal studies is to explain as to why and how crimes happen. While some people may think that telling why things happen the way they do is a way of justifying crime, theorists do not warrant a crime. They offer a potential reason why the criminals act in the way they do include their motivation.   
During economic downturns, crime is bound to increase. As the economy becomes harsh, property offenders have to sell the goods they have acquired, and they do not need at the time. Since offenders will respond to any incentives given to them, the demand for the product obtained illegally increases. The black market is flooded with illegal goods, which are mainly stolen merchandise. The Rational Choice Theory argues that criminals weigh the cost and the benefits associated with their actions (de Frutos & García, 2017). As they commit the crime, they may be motivated by the need to increase their incomes, especially during a recession in which case the incomes are relatively low. As the incomes fall due to low economic times, demand for these goods acquired irregularly may rise. As the demand for the goods increases, the incentive for acquisitive crime is strengthened. 
Criminologists argue that tough economic times are predisposing factors that compel people to commit crimes. According to the Theory of Demand and Supply, criminals will look for cheat items to take to the black-market since the demand for such products is high during a recession (Lauritsen, Rezey, & Heimer, 2016). As the criminals advance in their tendencies 
As a result of low economic times, property crimes and robberies become apparent as the criminals steal what they covet most yet they cannot afford (Short Jr, 2018). A new breed of criminals emerges as a result of economic anxiety which culminates in domestic violence. Besides, people tend to consume drugs and other mind-altering substances to cope with the harsh economic times. In the end, violence becomes rampant as people try to run away from the economic realities they face. 
On the contrary, economists have a different take on the matter. They assert that as economic times become well, crimes increase (James, 2018). In their opinion, better economies allow people to have disposable income, which makes them buy expensive and flashy phones and tablets. At home, there are many big screens left unattended as people go out to have fun which predisposes the households to burglary.  Besides, as the economic times become better, the demand for drugs and alcohol increase. Such a demand is usually accompanied by violence and other crimes. 
According to Jame (2018), during the recession, a resource is scarce for human use. Some groups are thus marginalized, and they cannot access the most basic of human needs. The marginalization may be economical, political, or social. With these people standing on the periphery of society, they do not have adequate political representation. In the process of trying to represent themselves, they take to action by getting involved in crime, and violence. As economic recession occurs, the marginalized, the youth, and the poor may end up committing a crime to save their lives. 
The ensuing debate points to the fact that the existing relationship between crime and economy is not clear cut and there may be more critical predictors making the issue complex. Data from the 1960s regarding the growth in GDP and crime has supported the above two positions. The data has shown no statistically significant relationship between economic growth and crime (Davidson, 2019). In the first part of the decade that saw a rise in GDP and at the same time, crime rose to the same magnitude.  The second part saw the crime decline even as the GDP grew. Both proponents and opponents are right to say that the relationship may or may not exist. The final part of the argument will assert that there does not exist a singular effect that crime can be associated with the changes in the economy (Friedson & Sharkey, 2015). For us to understand crime, and prevent it, it is imperative that the scholars understand the times in question (Gerstenfeld, 2017). It is not possible to have all crimes discussed under a blind umbrella of economic recession or time of abundance. 
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